LEVEL 7 ASSIGNMENTS
Writing for Level 7 *********************************************************************
In-class Essay:   Individual Work   

Topic: Meat Consumption: Its Impacts and the Alternatives   
Timing: 75 minutes maximum
Unit 10   (30 points)
The climate of our Planet is rapidly changing, and all over the globe, people’s lives are being affected by climate change.  In 2019, hectares of the Amazon Rainforest, which has been described as the ‘lungs of the Earth’ were burned to make way for cattle to graze so as to ‘beef-up” global beef production. Fortunately, alternatives to meats like beef, chicken, lamb, pork, and turkey are being produced. In this essay, students will conduct Internet research in order to examine the environmental and ecological problems surrounding meat production. They will also explore how choosing alternative protein sources can impact human health as well as heal the planet. 

To prepare, students will need to conduct Internet research to answer the following questions:
1. What is the history of consuming meat? When did our prehistoric ancestors begin to eat the animals they found in their environment?

2. Regarding the annual consumption of meat in a single year (2017 or 2018), how much is consumed annually (in kilograms) in the following 3 countries?  (Thailand - the USA – Australia)

3. Which country had consumed the most pork, chicken, or beef? Why do you believe this the case?
4. How much land is being used to raise pigs, chickens, and cows in these 3 countries?

5. What are the environmental impacts from raising these numbers of livestock?
6. What are the impacts on human health from consuming meat?

7. In your opinion, are the 2 previously mentioned impacts important to our world?
8. People are turning to insects as alternative sources of protein. Some insects, such as crickets, are highly nutritious. What other types of insects are eaten in the Issan region of Thailand? Name 2 others and give their nutritional properties. 
9. What does the term, ‘plant-based meats’ mean?

10. What are some of their ingredients?
11. What are 3 of the most famous plant-based meat brands? What makes them so popular?

12. What is your personal opinion about consuming insects? 

13. What is your personal opinion about consuming plant-based meats?

14. Would you consider going meatless two days a week to ‘Save the Planet’? Why or Why not?

15. Has completing the research to write made you to have ‘second thoughts’ about consuming meats?  Yes? or No?  Why?

This is a 6 paragraph essay: Paragraph 1 – Introduction & History of Consuming Meat (Animal Protein) (Q 1); Paragraph 2 – Meat Consumption in 3 Countries (Q’s 2-4); Paragraph 3 – The Environmental & Health Impacts of Consuming Meat (Q – 5-7); Paragraph 4 – Alternative Protein Sources (Q’s 8-11); Paragraph 5 – Your opinions (Q’s 12-15); and Paragraph 6 - Conclusion.  
Specifications:

1. Each paragraph should be a minimum of 7 sentences in length with complex sentence structure.  
2. Students should write in an academic style using academic language. Writing in extremely long sentences should be avoided. The meaning of each sentence should be clear and well-defined. Sentences, should not start with “and”, “but”, or “so”.   “Furthermore”, “Moreover”, “However”, “Although”, and “Therefore”, among others, should be used instead.

3. Ss are expected to include the following grammatical form: “Simple Past for Unreal Situations” (page 99) and “It constructions” (page 101) from Unit 10.
4. When preparing to write and during the actual in-class writing, academic vocabulary, proper spelling, and punctuation should be used. The best way to prepare for this “In-class” writing assignment is to write your first draft at home, and then leave it at home. Come into class prepared to write based on your first draft.

5. Given that this assignment requires that you prepare to write before you come to class, no phones or dictionaries are to be used in the classroom. However, you may bring to class one sheet of paper with notes that must be checked by the teacher before you start to write.

6. The expectation is that you will have prepared well enough and will sufficiently manage your time (75 minutes) in class so that you can complete all portions of the essay.  Essays that are incomplete (not having 6 full paragraphs) will be graded as an incomplete essay and will receive lower scores.

7. Because the completed essay will consist of many sub-topics, it is important to make certain that the essay flows from topic to topic and connects ideas. Therefore, cohesion and coherence are important in your writing. An explanation by Young Min, PhD follows:

“Coherence means the connection of ideas at the idea level, and cohesion means the connection of ideas at the sentence level. Basically, coherence refers to the “rhetorical” aspects of your writing, which include developing and supporting your argument (e.g. thesis statement development), synthesizing and integrating readings, organizing and clarifying ideas. The cohesion of writing focuses on the ‘grammatical’ aspects of writing.”
Level 7          Writing Criteria     (30 points)

	CRITERIA
	6
	5
	4
	3

	FOCUS/
MAIN POINT
	The essay is focused, purposeful, and reflects original insight and ideas.
	The essay is focused on the topic and includes relevant ideas. 
	The essay is focused on topic and includes few loosely related ideas. 
	The essay poorly addresses the topic and includes irrelevant ideas. 

	SUPPORT
	Persuasively supports main point with well-developed reasons and/or examples.
	Supports main point with developed reasons and less concrete examples. 
	Supports main point with some underdeveloped reasons or examples.
	Provides little or no support for the main point.

	ORGANIZATION & FORMAT
· Paragraphs

· Transitions
	Effectively organizes ideas to build a logical, coherent argument.
	Organizes ideas to build an argument.
	Some organization of ideas to build an argument.
	Little or no organization of ideas to build an argument, or contains fallacies in the argument.

	LANGUAGE USE & STYLE
· Sentence structure

· Word choice

· Audience recognition
	Effective and creative use of elements of style to enhance meaning.
	Appropriate use of elements of style.
	Some use of elements of style.
	Little or no use of elements of style.

	CONVENTIONS
· Grammar

· Spelling

· Punctuation
	Uses correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation throughout with very few errors.
	Uses correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation with few errors.
	Contains frequent errors in grammar, spelling, and punctuation.
	Many errors in grammar, spelling, and punctuation, makes reader’s comprehension difficult.


      Ratings:  6 = Excellent   5 = Above Average    4 = Satisfactory    3 = Below Average   
Excerpted from: file:///I:/2013-16%20class/2016/Level%206%201-16/Writng/essay-assessment-rubric-1-728.jpg%3Fcb%3D1266685314
 Speaking for L7 ************************************************************************
Speaking: Unit 11 (30 points) 
Topic: The Colors of Life
Timing: 15 minutes for pairs & 20 minutes for small groups 
Color surrounds us. At an early age we learn about colors: ‘the grass is green, and the sky is blue.’ In this speaking task, students will examine the history of color, the general meanings, the meaning of certain colors in the context of certain cultures (Why do brides in China always red? / Why do western brides wear white?), and the language of colors of idioms like ‘green with envy’? 

Color plays a major role in the interior design and fashion industries, as well as in art. Moreover, it is common that each of us has his or her own favorite color. 
For this task, students are divided into pairs or into groups depending upon the class size.  (Each student in the pair or in the group is to pick a color.  It can be that person’s favorite color.  However, there should be no duplicate colors in each pair or group.) The pairs or groups are to conduct Internet research and discover the history, culture, and any other important information about the colors that they have chosen. In their presentations they must answer the following questions:
1. Introduction to Color - Ss should introduce themselves and the colors they have individually chosen. They should continue to introduce the presentation by answering these questions: What is color?  Why do we see it? What is the relationship between color, light, and the human eye? Why are we more attracted to some colors than others? (All students must participate in the Introduction.)
2. Your Chosen Color - In detail, each student explains the significance of his/her chosen color. How is that color used differently in different countries or regions? 

3. National Flags - Colors and colored symbols are displayed on national flags. Each of the students should pick the flags of 2 nations, which have their chosen color. Each student will explain the symbolism of the color, which has been used in the country’s flag. How does that color contribute to making a statement about that country?
4. Colorful Language- In all languages, there are idioms or expressions that utilize color. What are the specific idioms/expressions related to each student’s color of choice?  How do these idioms apply to human life? How are they best used? (Each student should present 2-3 idioms/expressions and their meanings based upon the color that he/she has chosen.)
5. Color & Art- Each S will choose one work of art in which his or her color of choice predominates.  (For example, the artist, Pablo Picasso, had a period in which he used blue as the main color in many of his works.) He/she will explain the origin of the color. (For instance, the color, ultramarine, is a bluish-purple and was originally made from crushed gemstones from Afghanistan.) Who is the artist you have chosen? When did he/she live? Why did you choose this work of art?  Why do you think the artist primarily used this color in the painting?  What style of painting is it (abstract, impressionist, surrealism, and cubism, etc.)?  What do you personally like or dislike about this piece of art? (Each student should present his/her individual information.)
6. Color, Fashions & Furnishings- What colors are popular now for tech, fashion, and home furnishings?  Is your chosen color popular now?  If not, when was it popular?  In your personal opinions, what colors do you strongly dislike?  Why do you dislike them? What colors do you absolutely love?  Why do you love them? 
7. Conclusion – To conclude, each Ss should share the following: 1) information that surprised him/her, 2) something that he/she learned about their color of choice that they had not previously known, 3) the challenges that they faced in completing this assignment, and 4) how they grew as individuals by completing the assignment. 
Notes:  
1. All students must participate equally during the preparation period and when delivering the talk.  Please be respectful of your team members and do your part.
               2. Your Group needs to produce a Power Point Presentation. The Section Header slides for the Power Point presentation should be as follows: 

I. The Introduction

II. Our Chosen Colors

III. The Colors of Nations
IV. Colorful Language



V. Color in the World of Art

             VI. Color, Fashion & Furnishings                                                  VII. The Conclusion

                                                         

	CATE-GORIES
	5
	4
	3
	2

	Origin-ality
	The presenters sustained the interest of the audience in innovative ways and achieved the purpose of the presentation.
	The presenters kept the attention of the audience the whole time and the purpose of the presentation was achieved.
	The presenters were somewhat enthusiastic and kept the audience's attention for the most part. The purpose of the presentation was mainly achieved.
	The presenters were unenthusiastic; the audience's attention showed disinterest. The purpose of the presentation was not achieved.

	Structure
	The introduction and actual presentation were exceptionally well- organized and easy to understand.
	The presenters gave a clear and concise introduction of the topic. The flow of the presentation was clear and concise and easy to follow.
	The presenters gave a clear introduction of the topic, but the presentation was somewhat unclear. For the most part it was somewhat confusing to follow.
	The presenters did not give a clear and concise introduction of the topic. The flow of the presentation was unclear and confusing to follow.

	Language 

Usage 

(grammar and syntax)  
	Presenters used the BEST sentence structure/syntax that supported the topic. The grammar used was accurate and the correct tenses were used.
	Presenters used correct sentence structure/syn-tax that was appropriate in supporting the topic. The grammar used was almost always accurate and the correct tenses were almost always used. 
	Presenters used correct sentence structure/syntax that was mostly appropriate for the topic. The grammar used was mostly accurate and the correct tenses were mostly used.
	Presenters used incorrect sentence structure/syntax that was not appropriate for the topic. 

The grammar used was seldom accurate and the correct tenses were seldom used.

	Vocab-ulary  
	Presenters used the BEST vocabulary for the audience and defined words that might be new to most of the audience  
	Presenters used vocabulary appropriate for the audience & included 1-2 words that might be new to most of the audience, but does not define them.  
	Presenters used vocabulary appropriate for the audience. Did not include any vocabulary that might be new to the audience.  
	Presenters used several (5 or more) words or phrases that were inappropriate and were not understood by the audience.  

	 Pronun-       citation 

& 

Enun-ciation 
	Spoke clearly and distinctly all the time (100- 95%), and did not mispronounce any words.  
	Spoke clearly and distinctly all the time (100-95%), but did mispronounce one word.  
	Spoke clearly and distinctly most of the time (94-85%) and mispronounced 2-5 words in the presentation.  
	Frequently mumbled or mispronounced several (6+) key words in the presentation.  

	 Delivery 
	The presenters were VERY well-prepared and delivers ideas in a clear and concise manner, without depending too much on notes. Volume, pacing and gestures contributed maximally to the presentation.  
	 Presenters were well-prepared and delivered ideas with lots of eye contact, with appropriate voice volume, tone, and pacing. Gestures supported the overall presentation. 
	Presenters were somewhat prepared. Delivery of the presentation was made, but with strong dependence on notes and hesitation. Some eye contact and good voice volume, tone and pacing. Some appropriate gestures supported the presentation.  
	Presenters were clearly unprepared to present to the audience. There was a marked lack of eye contact, poor voice volume, tone and pacing. Inappropriate gestures detracted from the presentation.  


Ratings:  5 = Excellent   4 = Above Average    3 = Satisfactory    2 = Below Average      

Adapted from: https://busyteacher.org/15213-intermediateadvanced-oral-presentation-rubric.html 

Class Participation & Contribution will be evaluated using the following scale: 

12 points  
Student comes to class prepared; contributes readily to the conversation but doesn’t dominate it; makes thoughtful contributions based on the literature that advance the conversation; shows an interest in and respect for others’ contributions; participates actively in all groups. 

9 points 
Student comes to class prepared and makes thoughtful comments when called upon; contributes occasionally without prompting; shows interest in and respect for other’s views; participates actively in small groups. 

6 points 
Student participates in discussion, but in problematic way: talks too much, rambles, interrupts instructor and others, or does not acknowledge cues of annoyance from others. 

3 points 
Student comes to class prepared, but only minimally contributes. 

0 points 
Student has not prepared for class or does not contribute to the discussions. He/ She displays disrespect to students and/or faculty.
http://gradschool.umbc.edu/files/2015/10/examples_of_class_participation.pdf
	Level 7: Assignments & Tests


	Independent Learning Check-in #1

Part I: The Area of Research 
 (2 points)
	Due in Class #3



	Independent Learning Check-in #2
Part II: The Research Objectives 
 (2 points)
	Due in Class #7


	In-class Writing Task: Individual Work “Meat Consumption: Its Impacts and the Alternatives”      (75 minutes)  (30 points) 
	Completed in Class #8


	Review For Test #1
	Conducted in Class # 10

	Test #1  on Units 1 & 3 (45 points)
	Given in Class #11

	Independent Learning Check-in #3*
Part III: The Research Tool (2 points)
*This is only a check for progress. The items do not have to be 100% completed.
	Due in Class #14 


	Speaking Task: The Colors of Life   

Pair Work (15 minutes) or Small Group Work (20 minutes)
	Completed in Class #16



	Independent Learning Check-in #4*
Parts IV & V: Data Analysis & Power Point (2 points)
*This is only a check for progress. The items do not have to be 100% completed.
	Due in Class #18


	Review For Test #2
	Conducted in Class # 19

	Test #2 on Units 4 & 6
(45 points)
	Class # 20
 

	IL Project: Oral Presentations

 (10 points)
	Class #21

	Final Class

Distribution of Grades

(A Mandatory Class)
	Class #22


Speaking Rubric for Level 7   (30 points)








6

