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Introduction 

T
he w

orld today is a borderless w
orld. T

herefore, w
hen conducting research like this, it 

I 
is im

portant to consider not only questions of econom
ic and social feasibility but also to 

r 
be concerned about the im

pact on the environm
ent by using the principles of A

genda 21 
as a m

anagem
ent fram

ew
ork for the developm

ent of sustainable tourism
. T

hailand is a 
m

em
ber of the P

acific A
sia T

ravel A
ssociation (P

A
T

A
) w

hose m
ission it is to enhance 

grow
th, value and increase quality in all sectors of the travel industry in order to attract 

tourists from
 over 100 countries. T

he code for sustainable tourism
 has been adopted by 

both P
A

T
A

 and A
P

E
C

. T
his code urges m

em
bers to control tourism

 developm
ent and 

cooperate w
ith each other to define a standard and form

s of sustainable tourism
. T

he 
farm

-stay is one of the new
 alternative form

s of 
tourism

 through w
hich visitors can 

connect w
ith the existing culture, nature and the environm

ent and get new
 experiences 

by learning w
ith local com

m
unities (S

ustainable T
ourism

 G
roup, 201 0). 

In accord w
ith the code, sustainable tourism

 can be defined as a form
 of conservation 

tourism
, environm

ent friendly tourism
, 

responsible tourism
, ecotourism

, appropriate 
tourism

 
and 

nature-based 
tourism

. 
H

ow
ever, 

the 
m

ost 
w

ell-know
n 

of 
these 

is 
"ecotourism

" as defined by the T
ourism

 A
uthority of T

hailand. T
he T

ourism
 A

uthority of 
T

hailand has a strategic plan to develop tourist attractions, by carefully using the 
principles of 

developm
ent and conservation to protect T

hailand's tourism
 industry. 

A
ccording to this strategy, the T

hai governm
ent has taken on the responsibility of 

m
anaging sustainable tourism

 in term
s of 

E
cotourism

 for T
hai tourism

. T
he T

ourism
 

A
uthority of T

hailand firstly defined "conservation tourism
" in the T

hai language, in order 
to 

com
m

unicate to 
all 

local 
villagers 

that 
quality 

tourism
 

m
anagem

ent 
involves 

conserving the environm
ent. T

he T
ourism

 A
uthority of T

hailand is one agency that 
prom

otes the aw
areness of ecotourism

 as a m
eans of protecting tourist attractions in 

such a w
ay that they rem

ain in their original condition or w
ith m

inim
al dam

age. It also 
w

orks w
ith the governm

ent sectors, educational institutions, m
edia agencies and N

G
O

s 
to stim

ulate the aw
areness of tourists w

hose visits preserve rather than destroy tourist 
attractions. T

he attractions prim
arily targeted for conservation aw

areness through the 
governm

ent's planned policy are those that receive the m
ost interest from

 travellers and 
those that visitors w

ould m
ost like to experience the local w

ay of life, folk culture, local 
tradition or activities in w

hich they can participate. T
he policy also covers those form

s of 
accom

m
odation w

here visitors are close to the locals (ecotourism
), including hom

e- 
stays. A

ll of these encourage m
ore tourists to com

e visit and stay longer. (T
akoon 

K
om

arkun N
a N

akhon, 2008: 88-98) T
he T

hai people's focus on com
m

unity culture 
follow

s the current trend of developm
ent and is consistent w

ith the guidelines of the 
M

inistry of 
S

cience, T
echnology and E

nvironm
ent to support the developm

ent and 
prom

otion of 
tourism

. T
his 

is particularly so 
in the 

case of 
tourism

 
m

anagem
ent 

characterized by aggressive m
arketing, accelerated developm

ent, and reconstruction of 


